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Queft. 1. \ TJ Hether the —Gunpow- 

der-Treafon was only , 
as foe tell us, 4 Plot of Cecil’s making— and 
What's the Reafon why the Word Faétion, &c. 
charged upon the Papifts, in the Common- 
Prayer-Book, made in King James the FirQ’s 
time, after the Difcovery of the Plot, fhou’d be 
left out in our Divine Service for that Day , 
for above thefe Twenty years laf paft , and thofe 
Words being not Repeal’d, Why are they not 
Read ti? 

Anfw, Wehave ventur’d to put thefe two 
Queftions together, and to difpatch ’em here, 
though we lately receiv'd ‘em, having alrea- 
dy fo many Thoufands lying by us Unan- 
{wer’d, that we can no longer obferve any 
Method , unlefs perfons forbear fending in 
more , which they can’t yet be perfwaded 
to do.— We have put them together , as 
Treating on the fame Subje&, thongh how 
they'll agree we can’t tell; fince they feem 
to come from perfectly differing Quarters ; 
and one of ’em Tranfcrib’d from Wiliam 
Pryn, as tother from fome of the Nick- 
nam’d Popifh Authors. However, we thall 
endeavour to difpatch “em both in their or- 
der , and give each of ‘em a fair Anfwer. 
To the Firft— Whether the Gunpowder- 
Plot was a Real thing, or only an Artifice 
of Cecil’s, to bring an Odium upon the poor 
innocent Catholicks? In Axfwer , Some 
wou'd here refleét on the uncertainty of Hi- 
ftory , and how unlikely we are to havea 
true Account of what paft long agon, when 
fome tell us the Fabulous Age is not yet o- 
ver, at leaft, doubt is made of what paft, but 
in the Memories of fome yet living— Bur 
we are rather inclin’d toa Reflection of a 
quite different Nature, and that is, on the 
Impudence of fome Perfons , who would 
per{wade us to renounce our Sences in Hi- 
ftory as well as Divinity; who affront the 
whole*VVorld together ; and when any of 
their own Villains are concern’d, will not 
allow all the Evidence that can be brought 
for matter of Faét, to be a fufficient Proof 
againft “em. ; | 

But though all cheir Champions have been 
over and over notorioufly baffled on this 
Head, it may be worth the while, either to 
fatisfie fome mistaken perfons, or fet right 
others, who feem to be in love with Para- 
doxes, to fum up part of the Evidence which 
we yet have; That the Papifts were as 
much the Authorsof that Confpiracy,which 
yet goes by their Name, as Catiline was of 
bis. And the firft Argument is the very ex- 
prefs words of the Act of Parliament, .En- 
acted in the Third year of James's 
Reign, which iton that Party wich 
a witnefs, and tells us, That many Papifts , 
Fefuits and Seminary Priefts confpired horribly, 
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&c. A modeft Man wou'd {carce defire bee- 
ter proof then a Record, and here’s that of 
the greateft Authority that can be, that of an 
A&t of Parliament, of the King and Three E- 
ftates of the Realm, as they are call’d in the 
Service for the Day— which brings to the 
Second Proof on’t, namely, That very Ser- 
vice, Compofed, as is ufual, by the moft Re- 
verend the Bifhops, and ufed to this day on 
that occafion, and fo likely to continue to 
the endof Time: Wherein ’tis aflerted , 
over and over, chat the Papifts were the 
true Fathers of.this Bratt, which is fo very 
like em; fo that here is, as we eo by . 
both Law and Gofpe] againft chem w A 
ny it: and indeed, ’tis fo broad an affront 
to the Nation, to think we have been mock- 
ing God, for a feigned Deliverance, almoft 
this Hundred years: and che Parliament of 
England firft led us the way, that nothing, 
one wou'd think, but the Brow of a Jefuie 
fhou’d have Brafs enough to affirm ic. But 
we have yet more than this—we have, to 
this very day, the Tryals and Examinations 
of the Perfons concern’d, and the grofs con- 
tradictions and palpable Lies of Garnet him- 
felf, cheir Gunpowder-Saint ; who, when con- 
fronted wy even his own Impudence, 
confefs’d that he knew it , but his Contci- 
ence was fo queafy, that, becanfe ’twas re- 
veal’d co him in Confeffion, he dared not 
difclofe ic. Though a whole Nation muft 
thereby have inevitably perifh’d : But fome 
of the Traitors confeft it by their after-aGti- 
ons, on the Difcovery of the Defign, more 
loudly than others did by their words. 
Flight is efteem’d a natural Sign of Guile, for 
which reafon our Law asks of an accufed 
Criminal , Did he fly for the fame? But thefe 
fled with a witnels, as many as cou’d ger out 
of reach, for they broke out into open Re- 
bellion, and fome dy’d defperately fighting , 
while achers were — like a Knot of def- 
perate Thieves, or way-men, oppof 
the Sheriffs and Country whi _ 


ich came in up- 
on ’em ; over and befides all which, we 


have very ft collateral Evidence, that 
fome fi Defigr was then-on Foot, "from 


Difputations of that Nature in Forreign Se- 
minaries, wherein ’twas refolv’d as Lawful 
to kill the ri ineaee with ¥? wicked, il the 
carrying on {0 laudable a Villany. twe 
have not only Teftimonies from that Age, 
but even from this prefenc wherein we live; 
Providence having almoft mi ore 
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d, Jet-the 1 be Judge— 
are content with lefs if this won't be fwal- 
lowed whole. If he did not make it all, 
and if there were any thing int, "twas he, 
they fay, drew a few poor Gentlemen in, to 
their own Deftrudtion--But over and befides 
the Barbarity of fuch a Fact, which there- 
fore ‘tis very unjuft co fix on the Memory 
of fo great a Statesman, when we have no 
Reafon for’r, but a Papift’s bare Affeverati- 
on; Is it any thing rational to fuppofe, that 
he drew in Garnet, Faux, nay all thofe For- 
reign Papifts , in whofe Seminary the Law- 
falnefS of the very intended action was fo 
jong before difputed and concluded ? But 
indeed this is their common way, when 
there's no other left, and when they can’t de- 
ty palpable Fact, to endeavour its muitigati- 
on, by endeavouring to fhare the Plot be- 
twixt themfelves and the Difcoverers ; 
VVhich has been both an old and a new 
fhift among ’em ; For the New, it needs 
not to be mention’d, fince the Inftances of 
it are vet freth in every Man’s Mind— and 
for old Examples, there’s 2 Famous one in 
the Confpiracy of Babingron, &c. againft Q. 
Elizaberb, which her Secretary of State, one 
of the greateft Politicians in the V Vorld, ha- 
ving then difcover’d, and preducing the ve- 
ry Lecser and Anfwers fent by Mary Q. of 
Scots, fome by her Secretary, others under 
her own hand, confenting to the faid Con- 
{piracy ; Father Caufin, to excufe her here- 
in, pretends, that Q. Elizabeths Council ha- 
ving open’d the Lerters, inferted what_ they 
pleas’d there, and befides, drew poor Queen 
Mary into that Plot,on purpofe to find occa- 
fion againft her— But to return to the Pow- 
der-Treafon , Mark’t to this day in our Ec- 
clefiaftical, as well as Civil Kalendar, by the 
Name of the Papifts Confpir acy ; we queftion 
whether there’s one Proteftant Author who 
denys it: Osborn, ’tis true, feems to {peak 
flightingly of it, but every one knows him 
for a Man of little Faith in fuch matters, 
and an extremely prejudicd VVriter, by 
want of Preferment,and fome Slights he re- 
ceiv’d at Court, which even he himfelf ac- 
knowledges—nay, in the fame Hiftory con- 
tradicts himfelf, if he denys the thing, for 
he fomewhere infinuates, that Harry the IV. 
loft his Life for revealing the Defign to K. 
Fames, to whole Fear or Sagacity he’s by no 
means willing to attribute the Difcovery— 
though his Argument is very weak which he 
raifes againft che manner of it, by a Letter 
to the Lord Moxnteagle, as our Chronicles 
nly give it—— For, fays he, had the 
* Difcovery been by him, ‘tis likely he wou’d 
have had fome greater Reward, whereas he 
Had bur a {mall Penfion allotted him—— as 
if 
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probable as any, and that paflage!in’t fof 4 
Terrible Blow,and ae none to perceive who 
are en eg per be ines dz. 
right, of fome Blow. Aten € yh 

ahs than any other, had be- 
fore lof bis Life that way, and who ufed to 
retain fuch Impreffions of Terror*taken in 
his Childhood, longer than moft others. 

Thus we hope we have way well dif 
patcht this Firft Quefion, and Bathéred the 
Bratt onthe true Mothers for’ further fatis- 
faction wherein,we refer the Reader co thar 
Elaborate Piece of the late Learned Bithop 
of Liacolx on this Subjeé. 

For the Second Question ; Why the word 
Fattion,&cc. formerly charged upon the Pe. 
pifts, has been left out in the Service on this 
occafion for thefe Zwenty years laft past ? We 
Anfwer , The Gentleman has but half the 
Story; For , firft of all, the word Faétion, 
&c. was never in Terms charged upon the 
Papifts alone, in any Form for this Day, thac 
we have yet feen. The word mention‘d, 
and thofe that follow ir, are in the Second 
Collet of Morning Prayer 5 wherein the 
Church defires God wou'd ftrengthen the 
King’s hands with Judgment and Juftice to 
cut off [ AZ) fuch workers of Iniquity, &c. 
Then Secondly, it has not been left out in 
the Service , neither for thefe Twenty years 
laft paft, nor any other time; for both the 
words Rebellion and Faétion are {till to be 


Read there to this day 

Again, That Alteration which was made therein, was 
done long enough before the very beginning of Toenty 
years laft paft, by a Perfon Famous enough , as well as 
the Hiftory of the words, which needs not here be re- 
peated. After all , the Sence is much-what the fame, 
if mot betcer than “rwas before ; our Church hoe 
pretending to be Infallible, either in her Decifions 
or Devotions; in the latter having made Frequent Alte- 
rations,and is likely to do more. The words were at firft—~ 
‘© whole Religion is Rebellion, and whole Faithis Factionme 
which, though including ( AL L } fach Workers of I- 
niguity , ‘as 1s before-faid, yet we own might have, and 
we doubt mot but it bad a Particular Refpeét to the Pe 
pifts—- which though they are {poken feverely enough of 
in the fame Office, and that vrry defervedly , yet 
that expreffion was thought not fo congrvous as what was 
Subfticuted in its room——~ “ All fuch as urn Religion 
“*into Rebellion, and Faith into Faétion ; fince ‘twas, at 
leaft a Catachreflical Exprefics, to call Religion, Rebilliot; . 
or Faith, Faétion ; efpecially fince part of the Romifh-Re- 
ligion, and Faith too, namely the 12 Artists of the Ape- 
flies Creed, are the fame with ours, though they havé made 
fuch foul SuperfiruGures coir, as has, at leaft, inaplicicly 
Shockt the Foundation almoft in every Stone (or Article) 
thereof. However, moft of the Doétors of our Commn- 
nion, and fuch as are far enough from Popery, have 
granted the Church of Rome to be ftill a Fixe Charch (as 
the Rotteneft Patient in Kingfland-Hofpital may be ftilla 
Trat Manx, though a very ftinking one.) On whichac- 
count this Alteration we fuppofe was made ; and if by 
the Bijhops, or amy Authoriz’d by the King, Legally enough 
there Inferced, 

Queft. 2. If the caufe of Death be in the Body 
only, What may that be in the Body which canfes 
the Soul to feparate from it ? May it not be that 
the Body as fome have expreffed it, becomes nn- 
tenentable tothe Soul? 

Anfw. If it be fo, as we believe it is, the 
caufeof the feparation however depends up- 
on borh, Firft of all the Body is rendred un- 
tenentable by Difeafes,and then the Soul, by 
a natural refultance, muft forfake its Old 
friend becaufe it can't act therein anylonger. 
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